Answers to questions posed by Allen Johnson of the News & Record on July 8, 2011

1. Where do you stand on the “strong-manager” form of city government and why? 

I am a strong supporter of the Council/Manager form of government, where the Council serves as a board of directors giving strategic direction to a professional manager that is in charge of running the organization. This form of government allows for public input through the elected officials and efficient implementation through a highly trained manager. Elected officials must know their roles and allow the manager to run the organization without being micro-managed.

2. Why did the council use a parliamentary maneuver to avoid voting on a resolution that would have supported RUCO, the city’s successful, now-doomed rental property inspections ordinance? 

The majority of Council wanted the RUCO ordinance to be changed by the state legislature without having to take a stand on what has been a very successful local program. RUCO advocates would have filled the Council chambers if the Council had taken action against the RUCO program. I voted against the parliamentary move in an attempt to have a discussion of Greensboro's position.

3. What are the advantages to having the city attorney report to the council and not the manager? 

At this point, I think most people can understand why I fought the change for the last six years. Why would any qualified applicant want to work for the current Council as Greensboro City Attorney?

4. Did Mary Rakestraw really find a redistricting map on her doorstep and, if so, does she really expect anybody to believe that? 

I voted against the doorstep map because it was a terrible plan. The redistricting process was poorly planned and the initial result made Council look foolish. Many thanks to Nancy Vaughan for her motion to reconsider this travesty.

5. Why did the council close its eyes and cover its ears when asked this simple question: Wouldn’t it make sense to at least know how much it would cost for the city to operate its own landfill as opposed to a private company? 

I asked this question a number of times and brought it to a vote of Council at least twice. The majority of Council has their mind made up on a plan to reopen White Street using a private company-whether it makes sense or not. If they are going to re-open the facility, at least they could ask the obvious questions and make an informed decision.

